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Abstract 
Exhibition "BODY WORLDS" which are presented exhibits of human remains are 
presented all over the world and are a major problem for the modern man, as presented on the 
preparations of the human not only serve scientific research, are not transferred to the medical 
schools to educate future doctors, but they were made available to the general public in the 
form of commercial and ambiguous. The aim of this study was to assess the ethical 
commercialization of human corpses "BODY WORLDS" exhibitions. Individual approach to 
the problems presented the dignity and value of human remains after death, of course, 
strongly related to the professed worldview. In the exhibits can be seen in both the scientific 
interest anatomical structures, as well as desecrated human remains or beautiful by its 
functional perfection of the body, understood also in terms of art. The question of ethics 
determines the right to decide for themselves, on the other hand, allows you to protect bodily 
integrity even after death. "BODY WORLDS" exhibition goes for the moral and ethical 
boundaries. In terms of people Gunther von Hagens for plastination of human remains which 
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became a very profitable business, and its current activities defined as "plastination business" 
should be firmly said about the lack of moral principles. 
Keywords: anatomy, ethics, art, trade 
 
1. Introduction 
A series of exhibitions "Body Worlds" (Ger. Körperwelten) and the originator and 
creator of these exposures German pathologist Gunther von Hagens - are a major problem 
nowadays moral and ethical. The media does not fall silent debate between supporters and 
opponents of the controversial activity, but no less firmly noted that this phenomenon is 
accompanied by strong emotions in the wider public space (Krivokuca & Eric, 2011; Mehta, 
2007; Barilan, 2006). The exhibition presents around the world since 1995, provide 
participants with a special kind of exhibits called. Plastinated bodies - mostly human, there 
are also animal e.g. an elephant, giraffes and bears, exhibits are created 
Human cadaver, as a result of plastination, or generally speaking an innovative 
techniques for the preservation of dead organisms, invented and patented by Hagens in 1977, 
at the Institute of Anatomy at Heidelberg (Moore, & Brown, 2004; Jones, 2002). 
2. Purpose of work 
The purpose of the study was to assess the ethical commercialization of human 
corpses BODY WORLDS exhibitions. 
3. Description of knowledge 
Plastination maintains organs and tissues in the intact by using a reactive polymer that 
is replaced by liquid fluids and fats, leaving the rigid organs, deodorised and natural colours 
(Ravi, & Bhatt, 2011; Weiglein, 2002). From the perspective of education of medical students 
is an excellent teaching material, particularly with regard to health and safety during practical 
classes with normal human anatomy, because plastinates were initially just to serve that 
purpose, but now the plastination has revolutionized the traditional perception of the anatomy 
of the human body through public screenings. The idea created a new exhibition space, an 
alternative context for the discussion on the human body (Burns, 2007; Myser, 2007; Latorre 
et al., 2007). Gunter von Hagens activities to some extent refer to the traditional knowledge of 
the mysteries of the human body because different methods of conservation bodies have been 
known for a long time, for example. Embalmed bodies in the case of Egyptian mummies. In 
fact, the exhibition "Body Worlds" are a major problem for the modern man, as presented on 
the preparations of the human not only serve scientific research, they are not transferred to the 
medical schools to educate future doctors, but were made available to the general public in the 
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commercial and ambiguous form (Das, & Ghafar 2011; Hildebrandt, 2008; Zhang, Wang, 
Xiao, Han, & Ding, 2008; Kuppers, 2004). Many crafted entirely of human bodies have been 
arranged in poses arranged as scenes from everyday life. Realism of these exhibits was taken 
to the extreme, even crafted body of a man and a woman during sexual intercourse, or exhibit 
an indexing body of a pregnant woman (cut in such a way as to be able to see the fetus) 
(Figure 1) in this context exhibits do not serve or medicine or science, but a strong sensation 
that determines the popularity of these exhibitions, they also reveal the image of 
contemporary culture, where the ranges of science, art, religion are mutually exclusive, one 
negating the other. 
 
Figure 1. Exhibit indexing the body of the pregnant woman 
(https://twitter.com/drlindseyfitz/status/502063535518912513) 
 
In terms of people Gunther von Hagens for plastination of human remains which 
became a very profitable business, and its current activities defined as "plastination business" 
should be firmly said about the lack of moral principles. The eccentric anatom-creating 
himself as the researcher and inventor is a completely scandalous degree of the doctor (World 
Organization to Investigate the Persecution of Falun Gong, 2013; Singh, 2003). At this point 
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it should be noted that people living have direct moral obligations towards people dead, what 
is more, all commercial activities involving human corpses is considered to be the lack of 
respect for life and grossly contrary to the ethics (Morciniec, 2009). 
Gunter von Hagens repeatedly emphasizes that "not crossed any borders. Never, 
because plastinates not dehumanized; not present, for example, bladder, as a vase" (Kloss, 
2008).   
Most controversy and opposition to the activities of a German doctor plastinated 
bodies affect trade in human corpses coming mainly from China (Figure 2), is simultaneously 
outrageous and unacceptable in the civilized world, unlawfully and ethics. Information 
indicating inhuman proceedings gave weekly Oriental Outlook (November 24, 2003.), Inter 
alia, that belongs to the German entrepreneur Chinese factory for Plastination in Dalian 
(founded in August 1999. With the consent of the municipal authorities), he sold many 
exhibits made from corpses Chinese, including earning hundreds of millions of dollars. Sui 
Hongjin - former director of the factory for Plastination, in an interview with Oriental 
Outlook in 2003, said: "Hagens does not intend to expose the exhibits in China because it 
would bring no significant profit. He wanted only to China has become the production base, 
because the cost of labour and raw materials here are much lower" (World Organization to 
Investigate the Persecution of Falun Gong, 2013). 
 
Figure 2. Plastinated human fetuses for sale online (World Organization to Investigate the 
Persecution of Falun Gong, 2013). 
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Individual approach to the problems presented the dignity and value of human remains 
after death, of course, strongly related to the professed worldview, despite differences in the 
evaluation of the activities of this man, as well as exhibitions Body Worlds, the evaluation of 
such proceedings is negative (Table 1). The exhibits can be seen both in terms of interesting 
scientific anatomical structures, as well as desecrated human remains or beautiful by its 
functional perfection of the body, it understood also in terms of art. An important role is 
played by way of contact viewer with exhibits. Nevertheless, all this is happening in the area 
many ethical debates, numerous digressions and accusations against the alleged lack of 
consent of the donor bodies, or advertising and marketing, and the ability to purchase, for a 
fee, pieces crafted human tissue and animal, and consequently so forth issues you can use the 
finding that modern man gives up the moral law, which is in accordance with the general 
order, contained in human nature and his personal dignity (Bolt, Eisinga, Venbrux, Kuks, & 
Gerrits 2011; Czakon, 2012; vom Lehn,2006; Jones, & Whitaker, 2009; Leiberich , Loew, 
Tritt, Lahmann, & Nickel, 2006) . 
Table 1. Evaluation of the problem presented 
Negative Positive 
Trade human corpses  Scientific-cognitive character exhibits 
The illegal acquisition of human 
bodies  
The corpse donation, the consent of the deceased 
Place exhibitions shopping centres 
Preparations anatomical available for almost all 
of  
Exhibits - defilement carcasses 
Plastination technique remains, as a didactic 
material   
Offending religious 
Curiosity and fascination to the secrets of the 
human body 
Sensational  
Achieving popularity  
Business and marketing  
 
3. Conclusions 
The question of ethics determines the right to decide for themselves, on the other hand 
allows you to protect bodily integrity even after death. Body Worlds exhibition goes for the 
moral and ethical boundaries. The author of this paper is opposed to this kind of activity, 
which differs from scientific knowledge, and goes to the wrong audience, fact about trade 
preparations anatomical, which de facto are still fragments of human remains (just in a 
different form) is unacceptable in my opinion, therefore, fully identify with the hypothesis 
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that fundamentally defines the contemporary image of a man against a distorted hierarchy of 
values and even its absence. 
4. References 
Barilan Y. M. (2006). Body Worlds and the ethics of using human remains: a 
preliminary discussion. Bioethics. 20, 233-247. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
8519.2006.00500.x. 
Bolt S., Eisinga R., Venbrux E., Kuks J. B., & Gerrits P. O. (2011). Personality and 
motivation for body donation. Ann Anat. 193(2), 112-117. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aanat.2011.01.005 
Burns L. (2007). Gunther von Hagen's BODY WORLDS: selling beautiful education. 
Am. Bioeth J. 7(4), 12-23. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15265160701220659 
Czakon D. (2012). Body Worlds Gunther von Hagens. Aesthetics and Criticism. 1(24), 
223-230. Retrieved (07/09/2017) from http://estetykaikrytyka.pl/art/24/eik_24_16.pdf 
Das S., & Ghafar N. A. (2011). What is the demarcating line between exhibitionism 
and anatomy? Surgical and Radiologic Anatomy. 33(5), 467-468. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00276-011-0783-0 
Hildebrandt S. (2008). Capital punishment and anatomy: history and ethics of an 
ongoing association. Clinical Anatomy. 21, 5-14. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ca.20571. 
https://twitter.com/drlindseyfitz/status/502063535518912513 (Accessed 07/09/2017). 
Jones D. G. (2002). Re-inventing anatomy: the impact of plastination he see how in 
the human body. Clinical Anatomy. 15(6), 436-440. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ca.10040. 
Jones D. G., & Whitaker M. I. (2009). Engaging with plastination body and the worlds 
phenomenon: a cultural and intellectual challenge for anatomists. Clin Anat. 22(6), 770-776. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ca.20824 
Kloss K. (2008). Gunther von Hagens: ‘An anatomical exposition without publicity is 
like a theatre without a programme’. Retrieved (07/09/2017) from 
http://www.cafebabel.pl/article/29964/gunther-von-hagens-publiczna-anatomia.html 
Krivokuca D., & Eric M. (2011). Exhibitions of human bodies: popular and 
controversial. Surg Radiol Anat. 33(3), 287-288. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00276-010-0756-8 
Kuppers P. (2004). Vision of anatomy: exhibitions and dense bodies. Differences: A 
Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies 15(3), 123-156. Retrieved (07/09/2017) from 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/174490 
Latorre R. M. et al. (2007). How useful is in learning anatomy plastination? Journal of 
Veterinary Medical Education. 34 (2), 172-176. https://doi.org/10.3138/jvme.34.2.172. 
 516 
Leiberich P., Loew T., Tritt K., Lahmann C., & Nickel M. (2006). Body Worlds 
exhibition: visitor attitudes and emotions. Ann Anat. 188(6), 567-573. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aanat.2006.03.005 
Mehta V. (2007). A Review on Plastination Process, Uses and Ethical Issues. Medico-
Legal Update. 7 (2): 45-52. Retrieved (07/09/2017) from 
http://www.indmedica.com/journals.php?journalid=9&issueid=96&articleid=1309&ac
tion=article 
Moore C. M., & Brown C. M. (2004). Gunther von Hagens Body Worlds and part 1: 
the anatomist as prosector and proplastiker. Anat Rec B New Anat. 276(1), 8-14. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ar.b.20003 
Morciniec P. (2009). The human corpse as an object of scientific research – complete 
freedom or regulation. Diametros. 19, 78-92. (in Polish) 
Myser C. (2007). Taking public education seriously BODY WORLDS, the science 
museum, Bioethics and democratizing education. Am. J. Bioeth. 7(4), 34-6. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15265160701220766 
Ravi S. B., & Bhatt V. M. (2011). Plastination: A novel, innovative teaching adjunct 
in oral pathology. Journal Oral Maxillofacial Pathology. 15 (2), 133-137. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/0973-029X.84475 
Singh D. (2003). Scientist or showman? BMJ. 326, 468. 
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.326.7387.468  
vom Lehn D. (2006). The body as interactive display: examining bodies in a public 
exhibition. Sociol Health Illn. 28(2), 223-251. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
9566.2006.00489.x 
Weiglein A. H. (2002). Preservation and plastination. Clinical Anatomy. 15(6), 445-
447. https://doi.org/10.1002/ca.10038 
World Organization to Investigate the Persecution of Falun Gong. (2013). An 
Investigative Report on the Source of Human cadavers Used in the Plastination Industry in 
China. Retrieved (07/09/2017) from http://www.upholdjustice.org/node/236 
Zhang L., Wang Y., Xiao M., Han Q., & Ding J. (2008). An ethical solution to the 
challenges in teaching anatomy with dissection in the Chinese culture. Anat Sci Educ. 1(2), 
56-59. https://doi.org/10.1002/ase.15 
 
